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had it been otherwise the re-establishment of the family in
Florence would not have been accompanied by the results
which ensued. That they were greeted on their arnval with
the old shouts of "Pallet Pallet" may not of itself show
much More significant, however, is the fact that the Spanish
troops \\ho had escorted them into the city were able within
a month to be entirely dispensed with And this notwithstand-
ing that all laws passed since 1494 were repealed, that the
ConsigLo Maggioie established by Savonarola was abolished,
and that the Government was remodelled on exactly the same
lines as in the times of Lorenzo the Magnificent, although
a law expressly forbidding this had been passed in 1495 3G
There was no demonstration whatever against these changes,
and Piofec?or Villari tells us that "after the Spimards had
left the new Government required no support from foreign
troops '' l7 Also the writings and conduct of Francesco Valori,
Nerli, and Machiavelli fully corroborate the statement made
by the latter that "even those who disapproved of the pres-
ent constitutional changes, soon reconciled themselves to the
return of the old order of things." From the above it is clear
that although the Medici returned in accordance with terms
imposed upon the city by Julius II, yet the people were well
content to have it so. They were in fact sick to death of the
misgovernment they had experienced for so many years,
and ready to welcome a rule which had ever been associated
with order, and security to life and property.

And the conduct of the Medici brothers, Giovanni and
Giuliano, was worthy of the occasion. They followed the tra-
ditions of their house, and the example that had been set
by Cosimo Pater Patriae and Piero il Gottoso. Their family
had been made to suffer much, they themselves had had to
endure for long years the harsh conditions attaching to the
life of outcasts and wanderers, they returned to a family
home which had been swept bare, all the invaluable collec-
tions of their ancestors v;hicli it had contained when they
left it having been wantonly destroyed, or carried off. Never -